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And therefore it is usual in such cases for the poor
children to go to those of higher forms with this peti-
tion, Pray give me a little sense, which whether it be
more reasonable or more ridiculous is not easy to deter-
mine.' On the other hand the practice of debating
rational and useful questions in extempore speeches is
extremely valuable. If themes are set in order to teach
Latin, that is not the way tp it, ' wherj. they are making a
theme 'tis thoughts they search and sweat for, and not lan-
guage/ * If boys' invention be to be quickened by
such exercise, let them make themes in English, where
they have facility, and a command of words, and will
better see what kind of thoughts they have, when put into
their own language/ The case against verses is stated
still more strongly. ' If these may be any reasons against
children's making Latin themes at school, I have much
more to say, and of more weight, against their making
verses—verses of any sort. For if he has no genius to
poetry 'tis the most unreasonable thing in the world to
torment a child, and waste his time, about that which can
never succeed, and if he have a poetic vein 'tis to me the
strangest thing in the world Aat the father should desire
or suffer it to be cherished or improved/ ' But yet if
anyone will think poetry a desirable quality in his son,
and that the study of it would raise his fancy and parts,
he must needs yet confess that to that end reading the
excellent Greek and Roman poets is of more use than
making bad verses of his own in a language that is not
his own. And he whose design it is to excel in English
poetry would not, I guess, think the way to it were to
make his first essays in Latin verses/	•
It is strange that, notwithstanding the denunciations of
Locke, Milton, and Macaulay, the two last of whom can-
not be thought to have been insensible to literary or
poetical grace, the practice of writing original themes and

